
HISTORY OF 
COSTUME  
DESIGN 
THEA 3340 
  

When: 

Fall 2021 

TR 9:00 -10:20 am 

 

Where: 

Quinn Hall 206 

 

Course Objective: 

Join me on a journey to learn about the 

history of fashion from Ancient Egypt to 

the present day.  Gain an appreciation for 

the clothes we wear, a new perspective on 

history, and never watch a movie the same 

way again! 



Meet Your Teacher:   
 

Associate Professor,  

Crystal G. Herman M.F.A. 

 

Contact 

Information:  
Email: gherman2@utep.edu  

Office Phone: (915)-747-7853 

office hours by appointment 

 

 

Office Hours: 
Email is the best way to get a hold of me.  I check my email very frequently 

and will get back to you as soon as I can.  During the week I will respond to all 

questions within 24 hours.  However, if you email me on the weekend or over a school 

holiday don’t be surprised if I don’t get back to you until Monday morning.  I also tend to 

go to bed early so if you email late at night I may not get back to you until the following 

morning. 

My office hours are posted on the door of the Costume Studio.  I am usually in 

the Costume Studio on Tuesday and Friday afternoons.  You are also invited to meet 

with me in the Dean’s Office on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons.  However, I 

have many meetings and commitments so please do not hesitate to email me to 

schedule a meeting.   

 

Text Book: 
There is no textbook for this class.  All of lectures and homework assignments are available on blackboard 

 

Course Materials: 
 4 Scranton sheets for our 3 midterms and the final exam 

 Pencil and paper to take notes 

 Check out books from the library 

 Watch a play or movie for an assignment 

 

 

What Does a Typical Class Look like? 
 Class Time:  Each class period we will discuss the fashions of a different period.  Lectures in class are meant to be 

discussions.  Please feel free to interrupt anytime by rising your hand!  This is my favorite subject and I will talk forever if you let me, 

but I love answering questions or hearing additional information about the period and people whose fashion we are studying.  As there 

is no textbook for this class, the lectures are posted on Blackboard and are available from the first day of class if you wish to review 

them in advance.   

 Homework:  For each class there is a corresponding homework assignment on Blackboard.  These assignments are meant to 

help you learn the vocabulary and prepare for your exams.  These assignments are open note and you may retake them as many 

times as you like to get a 100%.  The link for these assignments will expire at 10:30 the day that the assignment is due, so make sure 

to finish your homework assignment on time.  

About the Professor: 

Crystal G. Herman M.F.A. has taught 

Costume Design at UTEP since 2008.  

She also serves as the Associate Dean of 

Liberal Arts for Curriculum.  She has 

worked for a variety of professional 

theatres, several local films, has written a 

book on hat making, and has written 

articles on Arts Education and on 

American Indian Fashion.   

The best quote to describe her as a 

professor would be: “While I like costume 

design, what I really love to do is teach!” 

Crystal graduated from Cloudcroft High 

School and received her undergraduate 

degree from NMSU, before getting her 

M.F.A. from The Ohio State University.  

Afterwards she moved back “home” to be 

close to her parents who still live in 

Cloudcroft, NM.  On a personal note, 

Crystal is a self-described nerd who 

perpetually has her nose in a book, she 

loves period dramas, was the captain of 

the chess team in middle school, and can 

quote Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven” 

from beginning to end in 12 minutes. 

mailto:gherman2@utep.edu


 

How You are Evaluated: 

Assignment Points Each Number of Opportunities Max Points 

Midterms 100 3 300 

Final Exam 200 1 200 

Homework 10 25 250 

Research Option 250 1 250 

    

Course Total   1000 

 

 

Assignment Details: 

Homework 
Each homework assignment on blackboard has two components: 

1) Vocabulary:  There is a list of vocabulary words from the corresponding lecture that you are asked to match to their definition. 

2) Image Identification:  There are two images of people wearing clothes from the corresponding lecture.  On these images are 

numbered blanks.  You are asked to match the blank with the vocabulary word of phrase with best matches the fashion 

element indicated. 

 

Midterm Exams 
 There are 3 midterm exams for this course.  These exams are not cumulative and focus only on the periods covered since the 

last exam.  The class period before the exam you will be provided with a half sheet of colored paper, which you are allowed to 

handwrite notes on for use during the exam. 

 

There are two test format options: 

1) Multiple-Choice:  15 slides to identify, 10 multiple-choice questions, and 25 vocabulary words to match to their definition.  For 

this exam format, you are required to use a scantron to record your answers. 

 

2) Essay:  3 questions for which you are asked to answer with either a 1 page essay or a ½ page essay and a hand drawn 

illustration.  

 

Research Component 
Specific instruction will be posted on Blackboard. 

 

Extra Credit 
 You may do one additional Research Component assignment for extra credit. 

 

Final Exam 
The Final Exam is the same format as the midterms, with the exception that it is cumulative and is longer.  As with the 

Midterms, you once again have the choice of test formats: multiple choice or essay. 

  



THE TECHNICAL STUFF 

Attendance and Participation: 

The class time conversations are the best part of this class.  There is a large amount of information, which I talk about in class 

that you cannot get from just reviewing the PowerPoints.  You will get the most out of this class if you attend regularly and turn in your 

assignments when they are scheduled to be due on the course calendar.  If you start to miss classes or due dates you will likely have a 

difficult time catching up and earning a passing grade.  If you do start to fall behind please schedule a meeting with me.  I want you to 

pass this class, and most importantly, learn from it.  Remember that I can only be sympathetic to situations that I am aware of. 

Policies: 

 It is the responsibility of the student to fulfill all the requirements to the best of their abilities.  If a student is unclear about 

anything on the syllabus, they should seek clarification from the instructor. 

 Homework assignments are removed from blackboard the day that they are due.  While late work is not accepted for these 

assignments, please do let me know BEFORE the assignment due date if you have run into issues. 

 Make up tests are allowed at the instructor’s discretion if you contact the instructor BEFORE the exam date.   

 Slides for each exam are presented in real-time at the beginning of each test.  If you are late to the exam you will not be 

allowed to complete the slides which you missed. 

 Students must behave in accordance with all rules put forth by the Handbook of Operating Procedures of the University of 

Texas at El Paso 

 Any student who, because of a disabling condition, requires special arrangements to meet course requirements should 

contact the instructor in person as soon as possible.  If you have a disability and need classroom accommodations, please 

contact The Center for Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148, or by email to cass@utep.edu, or visit 

their office located in UTEP Union East, Room 106.  For additional information, please visit the CASS website at 

www.sa.utep.edu/cass.   Any request for special accommodations must be presented by the second week of class. 

 

Academic Dishonesty Statement: 

Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation, according to the UTEP Handbook of Operating Procedures. It 

includes, but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, and collusion.   Any act of academic dishonesty attempted by a UTEP student is 

unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Violations will be referred to the Dean of Students Office for possible disciplinary action. 

Students may be suspended or expelled from UTEP for such actions. 

 

Covid-19 Contingency Plans    

 

 If You Are Sick or Unable to Attend:  I highly recommend finding a friend in class how can take notes for you in case you 

are absent.  If you cannot complete your assignments on time, please contact me so that we can discuss strategies to keep 

you from falling behind in the course work.     

 If I Am Sick or Unable To Attend:  If I am unable to teach class Nicole Read will deliver the lecture. 

 If Class is Moved Online During the Semester:  I will continue to deliver lectures as planned by streaming them through 

Blackboard.  In this case all exams will be given in essay format. 

  



 

Course Calendar 
 

  Lecture Topic Assignments Due 
Week #1  

Tuesday   8/24 Studying Costume History  

Thursday  8/26 The History of Blue Jeans Quiz #1: Studying Costume History 

Week #2  

Tuesday    8/31 Ancient Egypt Quiz #2: The History of Blue Jeans 

Thursday  9/2 Greece & Rome Quiz #3: Ancient Egypt 

Week #3  

Tuesday   9/7 The Dark Ages Quiz #4: Greece & Rome 

Thursday  9/9 Gothic Quiz #5: The Dark Ages 

Week #4  

Tuesday   9/14 Renaissance Quiz #6: Gothic 

Thursday  9/16 Elizabethan Quiz #7: Renaissance 

Week #5  

Tuesday   9/21 Cavalier Quiz #8: Elizabethan 

Thursday  9/23 Midterm #1 Quiz #9: Cavalier 

Week #6  

Tuesday   9/28 Library Field Trip Research Component Topic Chosen 

Thursday  9/30 Persia & the Middle East Quiz #10: Research Component 

Week #7  

Tuesday   10/5 Restoration Quiz #11: Persia & the Middle East 

Thursday  10/7 Georgian Quiz #12: Restoration 

Week #8  

Tuesday   10/12 Empire Quiz #13: Georgian 

Thursday  10/14 Romantic Quiz #14: Empire 

Week #9  

Tuesday   10/19 North American Indian Quiz #15: Romantic 

Thursday  10/21 Crinoline Quiz #16: North American Indian 

Week #10  

Tuesday   10/26 Midterm #2 Quiz #17: Crinoline 

Thursday  10/28 Bustle  

Week #11  

Tuesday   11/2 Japan & The Far East Quiz #18: Bustle 

Thursday  11/4 1890 & Edwardian Quiz #19: Japan & The Far East 

Week #12  

Tuesday   11/9 Early 20th Century Quiz #20: 1890 & Edwardian 

Thursday  11/11 Middle 20th Century Quiz #21: Early 20th Century 

Week #13  

Tuesday   11/16 Africa Quiz #22: Middle 20th Century 

Thursday  11/18 Late 20th Century Quiz #23: Africa 
(Optional) Research Component draft 

Week #14  

Tuesday   11/23 Midterm #3 Quiz #24: Late 20th Century 

Thursday Holliday No Class  

Week #15  

Tuesday   11/30 Now  

Thursday  12/2 Final Review Quiz #25: Now 
Research Component 
Extra Credit 

Final Exam  

Final Exam: Tuesday, December 7th 10:00 am – 12:45 pm  

 


